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Why Do You Look On?
(Habakkuk 1:12-13)

Introduction: 1. There really are no easy answers to the question regarding why good people 
suffer in this life.

2. To the atheist, there is no answer how an all good, all knowing, and all powerful
God can coexist with human suffering.

3. However, there are sufficient answers to this question, but they are rooted 
in eternal things, not temporal things.

4. Let us examine several avenues that help us arrive at a solution to this problem.

I. Realize The Nature Of God's Omnipotence
A. God is all powerful, but He can only do the things that are subject to power.
B. God cannot do things that are logically opposed to His nature or to each other.
C. Neither could God have made man with the freedom of choice without allowing 

for the possibility of suffering.
D. In order to do away with suffering, God would have to do away with our personal 

freedom of choice.

II. Realize Suffering Is Not Always Evil
A. We have generally given suffering a negative value, but it rather should be measured by

God's standard in light of eternity.
B. If suffering brings a man closer to God, can we really call it an evil thing?
C. Sometimes the things we place positive values upon (riches, fame, health...) need 

to be reconsidered in light of where it takes one in relation to God.

III. Realize That Suffering Is Remedial
A. Many have little disposition to give up sin when things are going well.
B. Things that looked so glamorous before, lose their appeal following a crisis that brings

one face to face with the real issues of life.
C. (Psalms 119:67-71).

IV. Suffering Helps Build Character
A. Suffering can make a man compassionate, kind and more understanding.
B. Who knows better how to help one who is suffering than one who has also suffered?
C. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4; Romans 12:15; Galatians 6:2).

V. Advice For When We Are Called Upon To Suffer
A. Don't charge God foolishly.

1. (Psalms 100:5).
2. (Job 1:21).
3. The problem is not with God's goodness, but our limited understanding.

B. Change what you can change.
C. Accept what you cannot change (2 Corinthians 12:8-9).

Conclusion: 1. Remember that this world is not our home (2 Corinthians 4:16-17; 5:1).
2. If it weren't for the hurts, heartaches, and sufferings of this world, we might 

forget the greater destiny that lies ahead of us.
3. Suffering should cause us to lift up our eyes toward a more wonderful world that 

 is yet to come.


