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Introduction:

The Goodness and Severity of God
(Romans 11:22)

1. "Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell,
severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness.
Otherwise you also will be cut off” (Romans 11:22).

2. Tonight, we are going to do just that, consider God’s goodness and
severity.
3. The backdrop of this lesson comes from David’s desire to bring the Ark of

the Covenant to Jerusalem.

l. The Historical Context

A.
B.

C.

m

(2 Samuel 6:1-15).

For many years, the ark of the covenant was moved from place to place, but
when David became King, he decided to bring the ark to Jerusalem.

So, David, along with some of the most noble men in Israel, came to the home of
Abinadab to retrieve the ark.

To get the cart to Jerusalem, they placed the ark on a new cart pulled by oxen.
Somewhere along the way, the oxen stumbled and Uzzah reached out his hand
to steady the ark, and he was struck dead.

This angered David initially, but later he calmed down, thought about things,
then came again and successfully brought the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem.

Il. Lessons We Can Learn

A.

Conclusion:

God demands obedience.

1. Many think a God is not concerned about the details.

2. (1 Samuel 15:22; Genesis 6:8, 14; Matthew 7:21; Hebrews 5:9).
Convenience does not take precedence over the word of God.

1. Ten miles is a long way to carry a heavy ark on one’s shoulders.
2. User Friendly -vs- God Friendly

Feelings Do Not Determine Truth

1. They were rejoicing and having a great time until God’s judgment.
2. (Proverbs 14:12; 2 Kings 5:11).

Good intentions do not excuse disobedience.

1. Surely, Uzzah’s intentions were good.

2. (Acts 23:1; Genesis 19:26).

Notice the attitude of David.
1. At first, he was angry with God (Prov. 13:15).
2. Later, he is humble and acknowledged his sin (1 Chronicles 15:13).

1. While there is not an ark of the covenant today, there is a relevant
question that we need to answer.
2. Are we taking God seriously with the commands he has given us?



