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Unmasking Judas 
(Matthew 26:17-25) 

 
Introduction: 1. Judas is first mentioned in Matthew 10:4, wherein he was numbered as 

an apostle and was the one who betrayed Jesus. 
 2. Later he is called the “son of perdition” (John 17:12), and that it would 

have been better if he had never been born (Matthew 26:24). 
 3. One would think that a man so wicked, would have been easily identified 

as such, but he wasn’t. 
 4. In this lesson, I want you to see two subtle truths about Judas, and how 

they may be a wakeup call to us. 
 

I. Judas Was Good at Deception 
A. (John 13:21-29). 
B. The disciples were confused and had no idea who the betrayer would be (John 

13:22). 
C. Furthermore, when Judas left the other disciples and Jesus, they still did not 

think it was Judas (John 13:27-29). 
D. This reveals much about the strength of Jesus; never did he “throw shade” at 

Judas, even though he knew he would betray him. 
E. But take note that Jesus can see beyond the external; he knows our heart (John 

2:24-25). 
F. We need to remember, God is not mocked (Galatians 6:7-8). 

 
II. Judas Unmasked Himself 

A. (Matthew 26:21-25). 
B. Each of the disciples asked, “Lord, is it I?” (Matthew 26:22). 
C. However, Judas asked, “Rabbi, is it I?” (Matthew 26:25). 
D. There is a subtle, but significant difference in these questions. 
E. While Judas knew Jesus as a Rabbi, following him, listening to him, living with 

him, and witnessing his amazing miracles, he had not made Jesus his Lord. 
F. There is a difference in listening to “Rabbi, Jesus” and obeying the “Lord, Jesus.” 

 
Conclusion: 1. Friends, don’t confuse the concepts of Rabbi and Lord. 
  2. Many people will go to Hell acknowledging Jesus as their Rabbi. 

3. When we fail to make Jesus, Lord, we place ourselves in the same shoes 
of Judas, a man of whom Jesus said it would have been better if he had 
never been born. 

4. Make the decision to make Jesus your Lord, today. 


